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BALICUS
MISSOULA LIONS CLUB
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1988
-- THANK YOU FOR LETTING ME JOIN IN ON YOUR
59TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION. IT'S GREAT TO SPEND
TIME WITH PEOPLE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED SO MUCH TO
THE COMMUNITY.
-- THIS IS A TIME WHEN MONTANA FACES NEW
CHALLENGES -- OUR STATE, OUR NATION -- WE RE UNDER
A LOT OF PRESSURE- TECHNOLOGY AND ADVANCING
COMMUNICATIONS IS CHANGING EVERYTHING, EVERY DAY.
-- WHAT HOLDS EVERYTHING ALL TOGETHER IS
PEOPLE. NO ORGANIZATION -- BE IT THE CONGRESS OR
THIS LION'S CLUB -- CAN SURVIVE WITHOUT DEDICATED
PEOPLE WORKING HARD FOR THE INSTITUTION-
ALL OF YOU HERE HAVE GIVEN TO MUCH TO THE
LIONS CLUB. AND YOU SHOULD BE PROUD OF YOUR WORK:
HELP FOR THE MONTANA EYE BANK AND MISSOULA FIRE
DEPARTMENT, HELPING UNDERPRIVILEGED CHILDREN.
HARRY NOEL SETTING UP THE FIRST CHRISTMAS TREE
SALE --- SPREADING CHEER AND HELPING THE COM-
MUNITYV
-- AND LET ME TIP MY HAT TO RUSSEL NEAL, WHO
I KNOW CAN'T BE HERE TODAY. RED TUCKER WAS QUOTED
IN THE PAPER CALLING THE LION'S CLUB "A BEAUTIFUL
ORGANIZATION." IT IS. AND MORE, THANKS TO PEOPLE
LIKE RUSS NEAL. THE LION'S CLUB IS CRITICALLY
IMPORTANT TO THIS COMMUNITY. WE NEED ANCHORS, AND
THIS GROUP IS A GOOD ONE.
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MONTANA AT CROSSROADS
-- MONTANA, LIKE OUR NATION IS AT A
CROSSROADS. WE MONTANANS MAY NOT REALIZE IT YET,
BUT WE NOW LIVE IN A GLOBAL ECONOMY, NOT JUST A
DOMESTIC ECONOMY.
-- TECHNOLOGY, COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPOR-
TATION ARE CHANGING THE RULES OF THE GAME.
CAPITAL EFFORTLESSLY CROSSES BOUNDARIES AND OCEANS
AT THE WINK OF AN EYE. DECISIONS MADE IN TOKYO
ARE FELT IN MINUTES ON WALL STREET.
-- BECAUSE OF ALL THIS CHANGE, OUR NATIONS
INSTITUTIONS -- GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS, MEDIA -- ARE
UNDER GREAT PRESSURE: CHANGES IN DEMOGRAPHICS
(BABY BOOM, IMMIGRANTS)---AND YET WITH ALL THIS
CHANGE, I SEE TOO MUCH CONFLICT. Too MUCH PAR-
TISANSHIP, TOO MUCH OF THIS "ME" GENERATION STUFF
-- REAGAN WAVED THE BUDGET BILL ON TV DURING
THE STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS -- YOU ALL SAW
THAT BIG STACK OF PAPER? WELL, I THINK HE'S RIGHT
THAT WE SHOULDN'T GOVERN WITH ONE -BIG CATCH ALL
BUDGET BILL, BUT REAGAN ONLY TOLD HALF THE STORY.
-- REAGAN NEVER SUBMITTED A BALANCED BUDGET
TO CONGRESS DURING HIS TWO TERMS IN OFFICE. AND
CONGRESS, ON MANY OCCASIONS, APPROPRIATED LESS
MONEY THAN THE PRESIDENT REQUESTED.
-- WE'VE GOT TO STOP FIGHTING FOR OURSELVES
AND START FIGHTING FOR THE COUNTRY. Do WHAT IS
RIGHT FOR THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE FOR A CHANGE.
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THAT MEANS ALL OF US HAVE TO SWALLOW A LITTLE HARD
ON SOME ISSUES, AND TRY TO TAKE THE HIGH ROAD MORE
OFTEN.
LIKE ON BUDGET DEFICITS-
-- IN 1929, WHEN THE MISSOULA LIONS CLUB WAS
FORMED, AMERICA HAD A BUDGET SURPLUS OF $735
MILLIONS IN 1987 THE DEFICIT WILL BE $148 BIL-
LION.
-- LAST FRIDAY THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET
OFFICE REPORTED THAT OUR BUDGET DEFICIT FOR NEXT
YEAR -- 1989 -- WILL BE $176 BILLION. $40 BILLION
MORE THAN THE GRAMM-RUDMAN-HOLLINGS LAW SAYS IT
CAN BE.
-- I THINK THE DEFICIT IS ONE OF THE GREATEST
THREATS TO OUR NATION, BOTH ECONOMICALLY AND
PSYCHOLOGICALLY. IS IT RIGHT TO RAISE AN ENTIRE
GENERATION OF AMERICANS TO KNOW ONLY HUGE BUDGET
DEFICITS? WE ARE THE VERGE OF THAT. WHAT DOES
THAT DO TO HOW WE FEEL ABOUT OUR OWN COUNTRY?
ABOUT CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY? ABOUT ETHICS? ABOUT
VOTING?
-- I THINK WE NEED STRONG, TOUGH ACTION ON
DEFICITS- I FULLY SUPPORT A ACROSS THE BOARD
BUDGET FREEZE- MAKE IT SIMPLE AND MAKE IT STICK!
-- WHY DO I TALK ABOUT THE DEFICIT PROBLEM?
BECAUSE I NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP FIGHT IT. ALL
OF US NEED TO PULL TOGETHER TO FIGHT THE DEFICIT.
WITHOUT YOU BEHIND ME, I CAN'T DO ANYTHING IN
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WASHINGTON TO FIGHT THE DEFICIT. IT'S THAT
SIMPLE-
U.S./CANADA TRADE AGREEMENT
-- WHILE THE NEXT BUDGET BATTLE -- WHICH
EFFECTS ALL OF US -- HEATS UP, THERE IS ANOTHER
ISSUE HEATING UP IN WASHINGTON THAT EFFECTS
MONTANA PARTICULARLY: U.S-/CANADA TRADE AGREEMENT
-- INTERNATIONAL TRADE IS AN ISSUE I'M SPEN-
DING A LOT OF TIME ON...WHY? ONE REASON: MONTANA
EXPORTS 70% OF ITS WHEAT CROP AND A LARGE PART OF
ITS BEEF.
-- AMERICA, AND MONTANA S, FUTURE IS IN
INTERNATIONAL TRADE. AND TRADE MUST BE FAIR AND
FREE -- MARKET ACCESS AND NO SUBSIDIES.
-- UNFORTUNATELY, THE CANADA TRADE AGREEMENT
ISN'T FAIR BECAUSE IT ISN T FREE. I CAN'T SUPPORT
THE US/CANADA FREE TRADE AGREEMENT AS IT IS NOW
WRITTEN. IT HAS A FANCY TITLE. BUT IT IS A BAD
DEAL MONTANA, AND THE NATION.
-- DON'T GET ME WRONG: FREE AND OPEN TRADE
BETWEEN US/CANADA MAKES GOOD SENSE. WE TRADE OVER
$130 BILLION IN GOODS AND SERVICES A YEAR. THAT
MEANS A GOOD TRADE AGREEMENT WITH CANADA WOULD BE
VERY GOOD, BUT A BAD TRADE AGREEMENT WOULD BE VERY
BAD.
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-- AND THATIS THE POINT. THE FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT IS REALLY JUST ANOTHER TRADE AGREEMENT.
AND A BAD ONE AT THAT.
--THE AGREEMENT DOESN'T GO FAR ENOUGH TOWARD
FREE TRADE. IT TAKES CARE OF TARIFFS AND QUOTAS,
BUT IT DOESN'T TOUCH SUBSIDIES.
-- SUBSIDIES DISTORT TRADE EVERY BIT AS MUCH
AS TARIFFS, QUOTAS AND RED TAPE.
-- AND NOT ONLY DOES THE AGREEMENT DO NOTHING
ABOUT SUBSIDIES, IT PREVENTS THE U.S. FROM USING
ITS LAWS TO COMBAT SUBSIDIES. NORMALLY WE COULD
USE A COUNTERVAILING DUTY -- BUT THE AGREEMENT
WON T ALLOW US THAT TOOL. IN SHORT, THE AGREEMENT
TIES OUR HANDS SO WE CAN'T BLOCK A PUNCH.
-- AS A RESULT, NATURAL RESOURCE STATES --
LIKE MONTANA -- TAKE A BAD HIT FROM THE AGREEMENT.
-- FOR EXAMPLE, CANADA JUST GAVE A $134
MILLION GRANT TO A DOMESTIC SMELTER. HOW CAN WE
EXPECT THE GUYS AT THE ASARCO PLANT IN EAST HELENA
TO COMPETE WITH A CANADIAN FACTORY THAT WAS MODER-
NIZED WITH $134 MILLION GRANT FROM ITS GOVERNMENT?
YOU CAN'T. AND THEY SHOULDN'T HAVE TO.
IS THAT FREE TRADE?
-- ANOTHER PROBLEM: UNREALISTIC STANDARDS FOR
PRODUCTS. CANADA WON'T ALLOW U.S. PLYWOOD TO BE
SOLD IN CANADA. THEY SAY OUR PLYWOOD CAN'T HOLD
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UP TO CANADIAN WEATHER. THIS STANDARD EFFECTIVELY
BARS U.S. PLYWOOD FROM CANADA.
-- BUT IT'S A FARCE. JUST ASK THE PEOPLE IN
ALASKA HOW HAPPY THEY ARE WITH THEIR AMERICAN
PLYWOOD. AND THEN ASK THEM HOW'S THE WEATHER.
-- THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT CANADIAN PLYWOOD
MANUFACTURERS, LIKE CHAMPION AND PLUM CREEK, WILL
HAVE TO COMPETE WITH CANADIAN PLYWOOD IN THE U.S.,
BUT WON T HAVE THE CHANCE TO COMPETE ON A FAIR
BASIS IN CANADA.
-- IS THAT FREE TRADE?
-- ANOTHER EXAMPLE: CANADA SUBSIDIZES RAIL
TRANSPORTATION FOR WHEAT TO THE TUNE OF $1 PER
BUSHEL FOR WHEAT SHIPPED INTO THE U.S. THROUGH
EASTERN PORTS. ALREADY IMPORTS OF CANADIAN WHEAT
TO THE U.S. HAVE JUMPED FROM 100,000 TONS IN 1985
TO 300,000 TONS IN 1986. IN PART BECAUSE SHIPPING
COSTS ARE SUBSIDIZED BY THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT.
- -- IT-THAT FREE TRADE?
-- MONTANA RUNS A DEFICIT WITH CANADA: WE
IMPORT FIVE TIMES MORE FROM CANADA THAN CANADA
IMPORTS FROM US. WITH A REAL FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT, I WOULDN T WORRY SO MUCH ABOUT THAT
FIGURE, BUT THE AGREEMENT PRESIDENT REAGAN SIGNED
IS NOT FREE.
-- SOME SAY MONTANA WILL BENEFIT THOUGH.
WITH A BOOM IN MANUFACTURING-
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-- BUT LETS RE REALISTIC. 80% OF MONTANA'S
ECONOMY IS BASED ON NATURAL RESOURCE INDUSTRIES-
MANUFACTURING COUNTS FOR ONLY 3.5%
-- A TREMENDOUS INCREASE IN MANUFACTURING
COULD NOT OFFSET A COMPARATIVELY SMALL DECREASE IN
OUR NATURAL RESOURCE INDUSTRIES-
-- AND IF YOU WANT TO SELL MANUFACTURED GOODS
IN CANADA, DO YOU WANT TO BUILD YOUR FACTORY IN
MONTANA, FAR FROM CANADA'S MAIN URBAN CENTERS? I
DON'T THINK SO.
-- I'M NOT GIVING UP HOPE, THOUGH. YOU SENT
ME TO WASHINGTON TO FIND SOLUTIONS, NOT PROBLEMS.
-- I'M GOING TO SEE IF WE CAN CUT A DEAL WITH
THE WHITE HOUSE TO MAKE SURE THE GOVERNMENT AD-
DRESSES MY PROBLEMS WITH THE AGREEMENT. I'M
TRYING TO SEE IF WE CAN FIX THIS AGREEMENT
SOMEHOW. YOU KNOW, THERE IS MORE THAN ONE WAY TO
SKIN A CAT IN WASHINGTON-
-- IT'S GOING TO BE AN UPHILL FIGHT, BUT
MONTANA HAS A GREAT DEAL RIDING ON THIS AGREEMENT-
-- AND SO DOES THE COUNTRY. BECAUSE AMERICA
BENEFITS FROM FREE TRADE.
WILDERNESS
-- THE OTHER MAJOR ISSUE FACING MONTANA THIS
YEAR -- AND LIKE THE TRADE AGREEMENT, ONE THAT
SHOULD BE DEALT WITH THIS YEAR -- IS WILDERNESS.
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-- No SINGLE ACT IN THIS SESSION OF CONGRESS
WOULD DO MORE FOR MONTANA'S ECONOMIC FUTURE THAN
PASSAGE OF A MONTANA WILDERNESS BILL.
-- MY LEGISLATION DESIGNATES 1.3 MILLION
ACRES OF OUR STATE S ROADLESS AREAS AS WILDERNESS
AND RELEASES OVER 4 MILLION ACRES FOR MULTIPLE USE
MANAGEMENT.
-- MY BILL PERMITS HARVESTING OF 99% OF THE
FEDERAL TIMBERLAND THAT S CURRENTLY PLANNED FOR
SALE IN MONTANA. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE SETTLE
THE DECADE OLD DEBATE ON WILDERNESS. WE'VE JUST
GOT TO GET THIS ISSUE BEHIND US-
-- PAT'S BILL HAS PASSED THE HOUSE. I HAVE
ASKED THE SENATE ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMITTEE TO HOLD A HEARING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO
THAT THE PUBLIC PROCESS CAN MOVE FORWARD.
-- MONTANA NEEDS A WILDERNESS BILL NOW. NOT
NEXT YEAR -- NOW.
-- AND WE NEED PUBLIC HEARINGS -- AN OPEN
REVIEW OF THE FACTS AND ISSUES --- NOT SOME DEAL
CUT BEHIND CLOSED DOORS. THE PUBLIC PROCESS HAS
STARTED AND I THINK WE SHOULD FINISH IT, AND LET
MONTANA GET ON WITH BUILDING A FUTURE FOR ITS
CITIZENS.
-- MONTANA CAN PRESERVE ITS MAGNIFICENT
BEAUTY WITHOUT SACRIFICING JOBS. BUT WE CAN'T
ACHIEVE PROSPERITY IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF INDECISION
AND CONFRONTATION. MONTANANS NEED SOME SECURITY
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IN KNOWING HOW WE RE GOING TO CHART OUR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT. ONLY AFTER WE DECIDE HOW BEST TO USE
OUR RESOURCES CAN WE BENEFIT FROM MONTANA'S
RICHES.
-- WE MUST NOT LET THE MONTANA WILDERNESS
STORY CONTINUE TO BE WRITTEN AS A STORY OF EN-
VIRONMENTALIST AGAINST DEVELOPER, CAMPER AGAINST
MINER, OR MONTANAN AGAINST MONTANAN- WE SHOULD
NOW MAKE IT A STORY OF MONTANANS WORKING TOGETHER
FOR JOBS AND OPPORTUNITY TODAY-
WORKING TOGETHER
-- AND THAT'S THE BOTTOM LINE: WORKING
TOGETHER. IT'S THE MESSAGE FROM MONTANA THAT I
TAKE TO THE FOLKS BACK IN WASHINGTON: WE'VE GOT TO
WORK TOGETHER. LOOK AT THIS LIONS CLUB. 59 YEARS
YOUNG. AND A RECORD TO PROVE IT-
-- IT JUST GOES TO SHOW WHAT YOU CAN DO BY
WORKING TOGETHER. THAT'S WHAT MONTANA IS ALL
ABOUT.
